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In the year 2055, scientists discover something far worse than rising temperatures and rising seas -

they discover massive sunspots that are producing unprecedented solar flares. With little time to

prepare for the storms, NASA recruits doctors Sophie Winston and Emanuel Rodriguez to help

monitor the solar weather. At first, the duo believes they have been hired for a routine project. But

when arriving at the Johnson Space Center they quickly realize they haven't been told everything

about their mission. And as a massive storm races toward Earth, they begin to suspect that it isn't a

natural event. Millions of miles away something is feeding the storms...
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I've been in the mood for a good alien invasion book for a while now - it's a result of my own attempt

to make room for more traditional science fiction in my reading list AND the new Simon451 releases

I've been delving into (which have only left me craving more). And given that I've still got

Simon451's Nicholas Sansbury Smith releases to dive into ready to go on my ereader, I figured it

was time.But I read the prequel shorts backwards, starting with "White Sands" rather than "Solar

Storms," something I have to consider a bit of a mistake. See, it's not until almost the end of "White

Sands" that the story's timeframe becomes somewhat clearer, with a mention of the "solar storms of

2055." Anyway, that was my mistake but it certainly didn't make "White Sands" any less fun! I've

since gone back and read "Solar Storms" though and am going to cover them in order here.In "Solar

Storms," Doctors Sophie Winston and Emanuel Rodriguez have been tasked to the Johnson Space



Center in Houston for what they believe is a NASA operation. Upon arrival, they learn that recent

sun activity suggests an anomalous event that could be catastrophic to Earth. Massive solar flares

seem to be increasing in size and frequency and it seems to be just a matter of time before they hit

our planet. Sophie and Emanuel have both studied varied effects of such an event but the CME hits

before they can even begin to theorize what might be causing it. Now everything has changed and

surviving the storm is just the beginning."Solar Storms" honestly did clear up a few things for me.

Some of the when and the what are revealed, and we're given a bit of a look into NTC's involvement

at this early stage as well as the government's...
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